The Bloody Assize
his publisher, thought him in no ways inferior to Daniel
Defoe for learning, wit and courage. He speaks of him as a
man of virtue, " not cast down in prison nor elated when the
world smiles," in a word, " a loyal, witty, honest, brave man,"
The writings which gave him the epithet "scurrilous,53
which so generally is attached to his name were, according
to Dunton, written by " a bold asserter of English liberties,
the scourge of High flyers, the seaman's advocate, the
detecter of the Victualling Office, the scorn and terror of
fools and knaves, the nation's Argus and the Queen's faithful
subject." It is clear that though, like Defoe, Cobbett,
Bradlaugh and Stead, his methods of journalism did not
meet with the approval of the orthodox and official classes,
he had certain merits as a reformer.
From him we learn that at eight o'clock on Saturday,
December 5th, the morning after Jeffreys' remarkable charge
to the Grand Jury, thirty true bills were found against per-
sons for high treason in aiding and abetting the late Duke
of Monmouth. The Lord Chief Justice told these unfor-
tunates that " if any did put themselves on trial and the
country found them guilty they should have but little time
to live, and that it were better to plead Guilty if they
expected any favour."
However they went to trial, and Jeffreys was as good as
his word, for he obtained convictions against twenty-nine of
them. The case of Mr Matthew Bragge was a hard one.'
He was an attorney of Chard, who met a party of the Duke's
horse. These soldiers impressed him to show them the way
to the house of a Roman Catholic, where they went to look
for arms. They seized his horse, as well, for the Duke's ser-
vice, and he took his cane and gloves and walked home to Sad-
borrow, where he lived* Jeffreys had often boasted that "if
any lawyer or parson came under his inspection they should
not escape," Bragge had, according to order, surrendered
himself at Dorchester, and no one supposed he was in any
danger of conviction. He was, however, rapidly convicted,
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